[bookmark: _GoBack]BB History

Church records show that at a meeting of Session and Committee of Second Ballyeaston Presbyterian Church on November 1947 permission was granted to the Rev James Coulter Frame1 to form First Ballyeaston Boys Brigade Company.  In the absence of suitable premises at Second Ballyeaston at the time it was agreed the boys should meet in the Orange Hall Frame 2 on the Ballyeaston Road at a weekly rent of 2 shillings and six pence (121/2p).  Founder members included James Todd, Wilbert Gailey, John Gardiner and Jim Reid who were all to become Captains later.  The First Captain was James Todd from 1948 to 1952 Frame 3 (Rev James Coulter 2nd left, First Captain James Todd 2nd right, Sammy Murdoch with the hat, directly behind him Wilbert Hollinger, Tom Allen standing to attention at the front, extreme right Archie Davidson, also Thomas Kane, John McDowell, Victor Todd) with 34 boys later growing to 60 the main activities were drill, drill and more drill and boxwork, no change there then.  Sydney Cameron took the PE Frame 4 who would later go on to become the First Mayor of Newtownabbey Frame 5.  Because of the limited size of the Orange Hall the boys had to run up the front path through the doors to gain momentum to vault the horse.  
Some of the names who were present in the First Year where Eddie Grange, John Gardiner, Bertie Gawn, Hugo McConnaghie, Jim Reid, Billy McBride, Victor Erskine, Norman McAuley.  Here is a photo of our first football team, Frame 6 some people you may know.  Extreme right Wilbert Gailey Captain from 1952 to 1955, beside standing is Jim Reid extreme left sitting is Davy McConkey and next to him Alex Reid, goalkeeper Hugo McConnaghie, extreme right sitting Lesley Fee.  At the opening of the Brann Hall in 1957 Frame7 the Boys Brigade formed a Guard of Honour Frame 8 here seen being inspected by the Moderator, the boy on the extreme is Brian Lusk.  By this time John Gardiner was the Captain and remained so up until 1977, and this picture shows him inspecting the boys at a parade to Ballyclare Presbyterian Church on Empire Sunday Frame 9.  Being inspected there is John McAuley the other boys in the front Tom Allen, Murray Elliott, Victor Todd and Frank Moore.
In 1966 Rev RA Boyd Frame 10 became our new Chaplain, and under his First Charge would have been this group Frame 11, front row Trevor Agnew, Sam Agnew, James Fee I don’t know who that fine looking fellow is, Michael Taggart, Trevor Hollinger.  The Junior Section was formed in 1968 Frame 12 the leaders pictured from right are Willie Duncan, Lily Hill, Robert Hill, John Mahon and Sam Crothers.  Followed in 1978 Frame 13 by Jennifer, Maud and Derrick, six years after the Junior Section the Robins – Anchor Boys were started by Maisie McClelland and June McAllister.  Here’s Maisie and the Rev Boyd with 15 boys Frame 14, and June McAllister on the left of this picture Frame 15 in 1977 Ernie McGookin became Captain Frame 16 and can be seen here with a successful cross country team.  Willie Alexander was Captain between 1979 to 1983 Frame 17.
Jim Reid followed Frame 18 and became our second longest serving Captain after John Gardiner staying in the post for ten years, when numbers Frame 19 were 80 boys and 12 officers.  Other notable events were the installation of the Boys Brigade stain glass window Frame 20 in the Church in 1971, and the Jamie Gault Memorial Window Frame 21.  Following Captains of Purvis Campbell, Derrick Murphy, and Geoff Jamison brings us up to date with how the Boys Brigade in Ballyeaston was formed.
